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April 19, 1999

Dockets Management Branch {HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration
563(IFisher Jane, Room 1M 1
Roclcyille,MD 20852

Fax: 301-827-6870

Dear SirMadame

We object m the requestby the Center for Science in the Public Mcresn to impose post-harvest
matnymt on shellfish While there is no ch.rbt that wmsurrringraw animals poses a health cis~ that
risk is well know in the public. This is particufariytrue in the case of raw oysters

Many customers, even in light of menuwarnings as are required it Texa%enjoy and demand raw
oysters. Informed customersorder raw oysters knowing that for a normal healthy aduk the risk of
sericw ikess is low We recognizethat individualswith medics!conditions placing them at higher
risk of serious i!lnessshcmldnot consume~ raw animal and would expect that the treating
physiqianwould warn the individual to avoid uncookedanimals. However,medical conditions
uniqu$ to a small portion of the population should not drive the processingor serviceof fbod to the
population as a whole.

We ~pport the FDA’s ongoing research in this area and urge the .whnhristratiorrm rejwt the
petition siibmitted by CSPL
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